Note to the CTRS:  Please personalize this letter by replacing the XX. If you have questions, please contact the ATRA RT Medicare Project State Coordinator (directory on www.atra-tr.org) Do not use your agency letterhead without checking with your administrator, use personal letterhead if you are unsure. Please delete this paragraph before printing.
October XX, 2006

The Honorable Richard Durbin
United States Senate 

332 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510


Dear Senator Durbin,
I am a qualified recreational therapist working in (XX city, state) and have followed with interest the Senate’s ongoing efforts to clarify the regulations administered by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS).  Within the past two weeks, a Senate sign on letter has been distributed by Senators Specter and Bingaman requesting your consideration to sign on to a CMS letter requesting clarification of regulations impacting recreational therapy.  I am writing to ask your support in signing this letter.

Recreational Therapy services constitute active treatment and are prescribed and supervised by a physician to treat persons with illnesses or disabling conditions.  The primary purpose of recreational therapy is to restore, remediate or rehabilitate the individual in order to improve functioning and independence as well as to reduce or eliminate the effects of illness or disability.  Recreational therapy is provided by professionals who are trained and certified, registered and/or licensed to provide recreational therapy.
 

My concern is that recreational therapy services are inconsistently provided in various inpatient settings (inpatient rehabilitation, inpatient psychiatry and skilled nursing) due to inconsistent CMS regulations. This means that Medicare beneficiaries in your state who need recreational therapy but are denied access to these services are not getting services for which Medicare has already paid. 

We are not asking for new coverage of recreational therapy in these settings. The costs of providing recreational therapy have already been built into the payment systems for each setting. We are seeking the clarification of existing regulations, this should not cost the government additional coverage monies. Consistent regulations will eliminate confusion and preserve access to these vital services for Medicare patients.  
 
The letter asks for CMS to standardize regulatory provisions for recreational therapy services provided in each setting to Medicare patients. A similar letter was sent by 50 members of the House. This letter is being circulated among Senate offices now and I would ask for your support of it. Thank you for considering my request and please let me know if I can count on your support.
Sincerely, 

Your Name and credentials

Position Title

Address

City, State, Zip

Contact Telephone Number

cc:  ATRA National Office (atra@atra-tr.org)
